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From the Editor

This is my last issue as the mon cause of community de- exchange and human develop-
editor of the Friends of Mon- velopment, education, and ment. This is due to the dedi-
golia Newsletter. | began cultural exchange in Mongoliac at i on of FOM®
working with Friends of Mon- and the United States. rectors and officers and the
golia back in 2005 when | ap- It has been a professionally unwavering support of mem-
proached Jason Stewart {M rewarding experience to work pers and other donors.

13), then cedirector, about with FOM first on the masters Contributing to FOM is a
doing a project for FOM as degree project and then in the rewarding experience.
part of the requirements for capacity of Communications Whether it is as an officer like |
my masters degree. | soon Coordinator over the last have done the last three years
discovered that the organiza- three years. or as a person who offers sup-
tion was a fascinating cas¢ In that time the organiza- port through cash donations,
study in dispersed collabora- tion has used its virtual quality the bottom line is that FOM
tion. Friends of Mongolia is ato great effect raising money makes things happen.

virtual organization, an idea land inkind donations for a As | transition out of my
have touched upon in other variety of projects. Friends of position as Communications
issues of this newsletter and on Mongolia has provided scholar- Coordinator, | am struck by
the website. Virtual does not ships to dozens of aspiring how rewarding it has been to
mean it does not exist or young students; it has facili-work with everyone involved
somehow is an order inferior tated cultural exchange oppor- with FOM. | have acquired new
to other organizations. Rather tunities for hundreds of Mon- skills and met great new
virtual means that the collec- golians and Americans, includ-f r i ends. | can?d
tive action of the organization ing participation in cultural age those of you looking for a
and our collaborative efforts festivals and organizing regulamew challenge, some valuable
are conducted because inter- public lectures; and it has pro- professional experience, or a
net based communication ex- vided thousands of dollars for way to do work that makes
ists in our modern age. Board small projects in Mongolia. you feel good to find a way to
members, officers, and mem- In this issue of the newslet- get involved in FOM. The pic-
bers are dispersed over awidet er you wi || r wra abova ib enough toFeédé S
geographical area, and yet th¢ continuing effort to pursue its me why | am a friend of Mon-
communications technology we mission to develop partner- golia. And, | hope it inspires
have available to us allows u: ships with the people of Mon- you, too.

to work together for the com- golia in furtherance of cultural 4 Brian M. White




FOM Organizes Clothes, Books, and Toys Drive for Orphans

Friends of Mongolia facilitated members and other donors in Cali- the effort by showing exceptional
the collection of used clothes, toys, fornia, Virginia, Nevada, Marylandgenerosity. Nomadic Expeditions,
and books for orphans in Mongolia Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Wisconinc donated first aid supplies. An-

between October 18 December 1,
2009, collecting many boxes of do-ton, and the District of Columbia.

nations from around the : .
USA. Bayar | {
you!) to all our generous
members and other do- ¥
nors from all over the B¢
country who supported y
this drive. This effort |
came at a particularly %
hard time in Mongolia as
the country suffered

sin, Colorado, Arizona, Washing- gloFreight Co, Ltd and Oyuntsetseg
Surnee provided a 50% shipping

discount. The Organiza-

tion of Parents of
Adopted Mongolian
Children  contributed

clothes. P. Vijesh pro-
vide assistance with
transport in California.

And, J. Selenge and I.
Myagmarsuren provided

assistance in Mongolia.

Most of the dona-
tions were shipped to
The Lot us
Center in Ulaanbaatar
(www.lotuschild.org),
arriving on January 21,
2010. Donations re-

ceived just a bit after the
Donations also came from out- December 1, 2009 deadline for the
as widely as possible. side the FOM community. Ariel drive were sent to the Sun Chil-

The response to the drive was reached out to his local synagoguedr ends Center i n
enthusiastic with donations of Congregation Etz Hayim in Arling- lia, and they will arrive there in a
books, clothes, and toys from ton, VA, whose members embracedfew weeks. ]

through one of its cold-
est winters in a decade.

This initiative was
run primarily by Sarnai
Gantumur, Abhilash . &
Mathew, and FOM L .
Board Member Ariel R _ ] '
Wyckoff who organized, Lotus Center Children Look Through Donated Clothes

promoted, and publicized this drive

FOM Co -Organizes Lecture at Johns Hopkins University

Mongolian Minister of Educa-
tion, Science, and Culture Otgon-
bayar visited Washington, DC at
the end of January to drum up sup
port for an expansion of cultural
and educational exchanges betweel
the United States and Mongolia.:
During his visit Johns Hopkins Uni-;
versityods School |
national Studies (SAIS) hosted ¢
| ecture he gave |
nomic and social transition sinceg
1990. Friends of Mongolia along
with SAIS, the American Center for
Mongolian Studies (ACMS), North
AmericaMongolia Business Council
(NAMBC), and Chinggis Khaan

(Left to Right) Amb. Bekbat, Brian White, and Minister Otgonbayar

Foundation organized the eventthe last two decades using a wideindependence and national pride

which featured a small reception range of historical anecdotes to hard fought for and won. He ex-
after the lecture. support his main thesis that the pressed optimism entering a new
Minister Otgonbayar gave story of Mongolia at first blush century that Mongolia will continue

those in attendance a spirited as-seems fantastic and miraculous bumoving steadfastly forward keeping
sto

sessment of Mo n gupdn iclesér £xangnatonwevials anf h e O mi r aclle 6
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FOM Facilitates 0Great Silk Road Dalyo

Neither snow, cold, nor the
early weekend hour could keep
away an intrepid group of young
explorers. The promise of the blue
skies and beautiful prairie steppe a
far as the eye can see was callin
them @ Mongolia!

About 30 students from the
Burgundy Farm School in Alexan-
dria, VA attended a twdhour event
hosted by Arling
School of the National Capital Area |}/
(MSNCA) as part of their course
component on OTF;'
Roadé on Satur dgl
2010. RPCV Hector Gonzalez,
MSNCAG®Ss Mungu
Frankosky and Nyamsuren Dash
and Ariel Wyckoff of Friends of

Mongolia facilitated this event.

The Burgundy students had Trying on Traditional Costumes
previously visited the Saudi Acad-

emy as their journey across the Silknatural and historical attractions of tinct characteristics and unique
Road had taken them to the Mid Mongolia. The students were then cultural traditions. The Burgundy
East in the curriculum, before arriv-e scor t ed i nt o t h studentshearodd Glsoutnraditional p
ing at their final destination, Mon- pose room for a rounerobin of 10 script, and they had the chance to
golia. minute educational sessions andtrace their names in paint using this

The events began with the stu- activities on various aspects ofstyle. They learned about Mongo-
dents taking a simulated airplanemongolia history and culture. lian clothes and tried some on to
flight to Mongolia hosted by the These stations were manned have their pictures taken. The stu-
lovely Mongolian flight attendant, by MSNCA students and teachersdents also learned about several
Principal Munguntsetseg Frankoskyin traditional dress. They provided traditional Mongolian instruments
who then showed a brief Hninute the Burgundy students firdtand including the famoumoriin khuuor
video overview of some of the k nowl edge about oOMoMmgeldi aféisddddies o
areas being such a critical part of
Mongolian heritage, the students
also learned about the traditional
Mongolian nomadic home called a
0ger 6 and | ear ne-(
which requires sheep ankle bones,
called oshagai .o
was learning about the sports festi-
val, oONaadamé whae
MSNCA students demonstrate a
wrestling match!

The activities ended with sam-
pling some excellent Mongolian
food along with a musical concert
performed by the Mongolian stu-
dents.

MSNCA is a critical partner in
promoting Mongolian cultural heri-
tage in the US. Those interested in
learning more about MSNCA
should contact FOM at

Attendees Il earn about airag (f eadmh@frierdisofrgdl@srgmi |
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